TO: MEMBER OF CONGRESS [Maryland Delegation]  

Community, Migrant, Public Housing, and Homeless Health Centers like (YOUR CENTER NAME) are currently the family doctor and health care home for nearly 23 million people in nearly 8,000 medically-underserved communities across the country. Yet, there are still 60 million people, including many with insurance who still do not have access to a regular source of health care. 37% of all health center patients; some 8.5 million people are covered by Medicaid. Health centers treat 14% of all Medicaid patients – and they do it for only 1% of total Medicaid spending.  
In Maryland, we serve over 260,000 patients statewide.  Forty percent of our patients receive Medicaid; 30% are uninsured; 22% have private insurance and 8% receive Medicare. Maryland Community Health Centers support approximately 1,963 employees.  Community Health Center employees and their families also spend millions of dollars on goods and services, spurring additional job and economic growth.  In Maryland, the $131 million in revenue received by Community Health Centers spurs an estimated $241 million dollars of activity.  In addition, Maryland will serve an additional 100,000 new patients by 2015.
America’s Health Centers’ system of community-based health care homes has had a remarkable record of success over more than 45 years in providing quality health care and saving the entire health care system money. Health Centers like (YOUR CENTER NAME) are a necessary part of solving America’s health care crisis.

Therefore, we the undersigned are calling on our Congressional Representatives to Oppose cuts in the Medicaid program, including efforts to reduce or eliminate fair payment protections for Health Centers; Do not undermine the successful Health Centers program on which the health and lives of our families and our neighbors depends.
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